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Definition

The term "total  maximum dai ly load" (TMDL) refers to
the calculat ion of  the maximum amount of  a pol lutant
that a waterbody can receive, and attain or maintain
water qual i ty standards for i ts designated use.

The Tl '4DL calculat ion al lows for the determinat ion of  a
careful ly ident i f ied al lowable pol lutant load equivalent to
the sum of the waste load al locat ions (WLA) for point
sourcesr load al locat ions (LA) for nonpoint  sources and
natural ly occurr ing background sources, and an
al locat ion of  that load among the pol lutant 's sources.
The TMDL calculat ion is required to account for seasonal
var iat ions and i t  must include a margin of  safety ( f4OS)
that accounts for uncertainty and any lack of  knowledge
concerning th€ relat ionship between eff luent l imitat ions
and water qual i ty.  Therefore the TMDL equat ion can be
expresseo as:

TMDL=WLA+LA+MOS

This amount is then al located between al l  sources of  that
pol lutant.  TMDLs may be expressed in terms of ei ther
mass per time, toxicity. concentration, narrative
descr ipt ion, or other appropr iate measure that relate to
a State's water qual i ty standard. AIITMDLS are subject
to oubl ic review and comment and must be submit ted to
the United States Environmental  Protect ion Agency
(EPA) for review and approval ,

In the broader sense of the term, a TIYDL refers to a
detai led plan that ident i f ies the pol lutant reduct ions a
waterbody needs to meet New Hampshire 's water qual i ty
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standards and develops a strategy to implement those
reductions is order to restore the water quality. The
general  process by which TMDLs are developed includes
ident i fy ing the problem pol lutant,  establ ishing of  the
water qual i ty goals or target values needed to achieve
water qual i ty standards, ident i fy ing of  the speci f ic
sources contr ibut ing the pol lutant of  concern, and then
assigning a speci f ic load al locat ion to each of the
sources. Fol low-up monitor ing is needed to ensure that
the jmplemented TMDL resul ts in the at tainment of  the
targeted water q ua Iity standard.
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